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A  D12!0CRAT1C  mOFE  CAN'T  BE  BUILT  ON  STARVATION 

Will  the  United  States  tighten  its  belt,  adopt  stricter  rationing  and  more  volnntary  sac¬ 
rifice  in  food  in  order  to  idiare  its  relative  abundance  with  the  starring  peoples  of 
Europe  and  Asia?  Will  the  United  Nations  makB  it  a  military  policy  to  try  to  get  more 
food  to  the  civil ians  of  Europe  now?  Will  the  United  Nations  Belief  and  Rehabilitation 
Administration  be  permitted  to  buy  more  food  and  ship  more  food  to  countries  in  dire  need 
such  as  Greece,  Italy,  Poland,  axid  the  Balkans?  These  are  among  questions  idiidi  citizens 
of  the  United  States  ou£^t  to  aak  Congress  and  our  Govemsent,  and  call  for  an  affirm¬ 
ative  answer. 

The  rise  in  tuberculosis  and  diseases  growing  out  of  malnutrition  is  appalling*  In 
Southern  Prance  it  is  estiaaated  that  the  tuberculosis  rate  among  children  is  over  50  per 
cent.  Pkaxik  Qervasi,  war  correspondent  just  back  from  (breece,  reported  in  Washington 
last  week  that  probably  70^  of  the  population  in  parts  of  Greece  were  tubercular  or  pre- 
tubercular*  A  vibrant,  stable,  democratic  Europe  cannot  be  built  on  starvation  and 
disease* 

When  the  AmeriCEUi  Friends  Service  Coemittee  and  others  pressed  year  after  year  that  food 
be  sent  throu£^  the  blockade  to  the  women  and  children  in  France  and  Belgium  and  Holland 
and  Poland,  they  were  told  by  the  Qovem&ents  of  Great  Britain  call  the  United  States  that 
this  could  not  be  done  because  of  military  necessity,  but  that  food  would  be  stored  and 
be  sent  in  liien  these  countries  were  liberated*  Now  we  are  told  there  are  no  extensive 
food  stodk  piles*  Eren  thou^  American  armies  landed  in  France  nearly  a  year  ago,  food 
shipment  to  France  for  civilians  has  been  only  a  trickle  in  coxaparison  with  the  need, 
largely,  it  is  alleged,  because  of  the  shortage  of  shipping  space. 

Prime  Minister  Churchill  indicated  last  week  in  replying  to  critics  in  Parliament  of  the 
present  food  policy  in  regard  to  liberated  areas,  that  the  Allied  General  Staff  is 
urgently  desirous  of  cooqxleting  the  war  in  Europe  as  soon  as  possible,  so  that  widespread 
planting  this  spring  may  avert  a  threatened  famine  next  winter. 

Although  there  are  shortages  in  some  items  and  in  some  areas  of  the  United  States,  the 
ovez^all  food  supply  for  1945  is  good.  More  peo]^e  have  more  money  with  which  to  buy 
food;  our  shortages  are  largely  because  of  increased  consumption.  Food  production  this 
year  is  estimated  around  five  percent  under  1944*  Eggs,  vdieat  and  other  cereals,  and 
citrus  fruits  are  abundant.  Leo  T*  Crowley,  Foreign  Economic  Administrator,  testified 
last  we^  before  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Coomittee  that  the  per  capita  food  consump¬ 
tion  was  hig^r  in  1944  than  prewar  years  by  the  following  averages  —  18^  more  dairy 

products,  16^  more  meat,  4lf  more  fish  and  poultry,  13^  more  eggs,  and  8^  more  fresh 
fruits  and  vegetables*  Last  year  Americans  ate  147  pounds  of  meat,  this  year  they  will 
/  get  around  130  idiidi  is  still  more  than  they  ate  in  the  boom  year  of  1929. 

Why  not  write  your  Congressman,  your  Senators,  and  members  of  Congressional  investigating 
oonniittees  that  if  stability  is  to  be  restored  in  the  world,  starving  people  must  be  fed, 
and  suggesting  a  program  of  sharing  our  food  in  the  United  States  with  the  needy  abroad? 

Representative  Clinton  P*  Anderson  of  New  Mexico  is  chaizman  of  a  specictl  House  inquiry 
on  the  home-front  food  supply  problem.  Other  members  of  the  House  coomittee  are  Stephen 
Pace  of  Georgia,  Earle  C*  Clements  of  Eentudky,  and  Msurtin  Gorski  of  Illinois,  Democrats 
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August  H«  Ai^resan  of  Minnesota,  Qiristian  A.  Herter  of  Massachusetts,  and  Hsl  Holmes  of 
Ibshlngton,  Bepublicans. 

Senator  Elmer  Ihooes  of  Olrlahona  beads  the  Senate  food  Investigating  committee  coc^rised 
of  Tom  StevEurt  of  Tennessee,  Burton  E.  Ibeeler  of  Montana,  Democrats,  and  Senators 
Qeorge  D«  Aiken  of  Vermont  and  Harlan  J«  Bushfield  of  South  Dakota,  Bepublicans. 

Marvin  Jones,  lar  Food  Administrator,  speaking  over  the  Mutual  Network,  March  27,  said; 

"We  can  make  more  sacrifices  as  civilian  people  than  m  have  heretofore  made,  and  I 
am  sure  we  will  make  them  uncoc^lainingly*  Our  nation  has  been  spared  the  drastic 
sacrifices  that  most  other  nations  have  been  called  upon  to  make.  As  a  matter  of 
practical  necessity,  we  will  bo  called  upon  to  contribute  our  share  to  the  feeding 
of  hungry  and  starving  people  in  the  liberated  countries.” 

USaSD-LEASE  EXTENSION  BABS  POST-EAB  BELIEF 

The  House  of  Bepreeentatives  wrote  in  the  bill  extending  Lend-Lease  a  prohibition  against 
using  Lend-Lease  for  ”post-mr  relief,  rehabilitation  or  reconstruction,”  -  a  provision 
idilch  the  Senate  is  ejgpected  to  approve.  Even  thou^  this  restriction  will  be  inter¬ 
preted  broadly,  it  is  a  dear  indication  that  as  a  country  we  are  neither  ready  nor 
willing  to  assist  adequately  in  the  tremendous  task  of  helping  restore  a  world  stridden 
and  paralyzed  by  bombings  and  famine. 

TWO  PHILADELPHIA  lEABLT  MEETINGS  CALL  FOB  PEACE  TERMS  TO  END  CABBAGE 

The  following  minute  eas  adopted  on  Iferch  24,  1945  • 

/ 

”The  two  Philadelphia  Yearly  Msetlngs  of  the  Beligious  Society  of  Friends  in  Joint 
session  on  Third  month  24th,  1945,  are  deeply  moved  by  the  ruthless  bombing  of 
cities  in  Europe  and  Asia  resulting  in  the  death  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
defenseless  civilians,  including  women  and  children.  These  bombings  have  revealed 
more  clearly  than  ever  the  utter  savagery  and  friepitfolnsss  of  modern  war.  But 
the  injury  and  Buffering  and  death  of  the  victims  of  these  bombings  are  by  xx>  moans 
the  only  evil,  terrible  as  these  sufferings  are* 

”For  ourselves  as  part  of  the  Christian  Church,  we  are  deeply  and  contritely  con¬ 
cerned  at  the  moral  callousness  in  our  own  country  shich  pennits  such  descents  into 
barbarism  with  sceurcely  a  protest  from  those  sho  profess  to  be  followers  of  Christ, 
the  Prince  of  Peace.  It  is  becoming  increasingly  evident  that  the  war  method  of 
combatting  evil  deadens  our  consciences  and  results  in  a  constant  lowering  of  our 
moral  standards.  The  very  evils  against  fhich  our  country  figh^*  bave  infected  our 
own  lives. 

”Wb  appeal  to  all  men  everywhere  to  use  their  influence  to  hasten  the  ending  of 
this  carnage  by  urging  the  leaders  of  the  United  Nations  to  announce  peace  terms 
so  reasonable  that  they  will  command  the  confidence  and  ursffport  of  the  fbole  world. 

Ws  dedicate  ourselves  once  more  to  the  removal  of  the  causes  of  mur  slbA.  to  the 
organization  of  the  world  for  peace  on  the  basis  of  Justice  and  cooperation.” 

SCBDOL  LUNCHES 

The  House  passed  the  Agriculture  Appropriations  Bill  on  March  24,  including  a  provision  of 
$50,000,000  for  school  lundies  for  non-profit  sdiools.  Senator  Bichard  B.  Bussell's  bill, 
S.  200,  irtiid:^  would  appropriate  $65,000,000  and  $100,000,000  annually  thereafter  for 
school  lunch  and  milk  programs,  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Senate  Consnittee  on  Education 
and  Labor. 
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UNITED  NATIONS  CONFERENCE  MEETS  AT  SAN  FRANCISCO 

"The  most  fateful  conference  in  cdl  American  history  is  that  vbidi  meets  at  San 
IVaneisco  to  fonrailate  the  proposals  at  Dumbarton  Oaks  into  a  world  diarter  of 
organization  for  maintenance  of  peace,"  writes  exp-President  Hoover*  "During  those 
fleeting  moments  the  future  of  mankind  may  be  molded  for  the  next  hundred  years*" 

Many  governments  have  submitted  recooBQendatlons  for  amendments  or  changes  in  the  Dumbarton 
Oaks  proposals.  The  Cleveland  Conference  called  by  the  Federal  Council  of  Churches  listed 
nine  suggested  modifications*  The  statement  of  the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legis¬ 
lation  with  their  recommendations  was  circulated  with  a  recent  Newsletter.  In  addition  to 
the  proposals  regarding  voting  procedure  and  the  amount  of  authority  to  be  delegated  to 
the  American  delegate  on  the  Security  Council,  which  have  been  the  subject  of  wide-spread 
debate,  the  following  recommendations  drawn  from  various  sources  are  among  those  changes 
vhlch  should  receive  serious  consideration  before  and  during  the  San  Francisco  conference* 

Sooae  Proposed  Amendments  to  or  Changes  in  the  Dumbarton  Oaks  Proposals 

1*  Be-^firmation  of  the  purposes  of  Justice  and  human  welfare  set  forth  in  the  Atlantic 
Charter* 

3.  Renunciation  of  war  as  an  instrument  of  nationetl  policy. 

3*  Development  and  codification  of  international  law  under  idiich  the  Charter  of  the 

General  International  Organization  would  operate.  Mexico  has  proposed  a  pledge  by  all 
states  to  incorporate  international  law  into  their  national  law. 

4.  Provision  for  early  limitation,  reduction  and  the  eventual  abolition  of  armaments* 
elimination  of  conscription  as  a  means  of  maintaining  armed  forces  j  the  progressive 
subordination  of  force  to  law. 

5.  Recognition  that  no  nation,  great  or  small,  has  the  ri^t  to  set  itself  above  the  law 
and  constitute  itself  a  Ju^e  in  its  own  cause* 

6.  Inclusion  of  an  International  Bill  of  Ri^ts,  assuring  among  others,  the  ri^ts  of 
people  regardless  of  color,  race  or  creed,  and  the  ri^t  of  petition;  that  a  special 
Conmission  on  Homan  Ri^ts  and  Fundamental  I^edoms  be  established*  Ex-President 
Hoover  reccomends  a  third  world  committee  to  rank  with  the  Economic  and  Social  Welfare 
Conmittees  to  promote  political  ri^ts  for  individuals  and  nations. 

7.  Provisions  regarding  areas  now  colonies  or  under  mandate,  with  a  view  to  their 
development  to  independent  membership  in  the  world  community. 

8.  Perfecting  the  Charter  as  mudi  as  possible  at  present  and  making  it  less  difficult  of 
amendment  to  keep  it  expressive  of  the  democratic  will  of  the  peoples  involved  and 
adaptable  to  new  situations* 

9.  All  nations  willing  to  accept  the  obligations  of  membership  should  thereupon  be  made 
members  of  the  Organization. 

10*  Provisions  designed  more  clearly  to  protect  and  defend  the  smaller  nations  from  the 
arbitrary  power  of  the  great  powers. 

11*  Giving  the  General  Assembly  fuller  powers,  or  equal  opportunity,  to  function  in  all 
matters,  including  those  before  the  Security  Council. 

12*  Ihe  Netherlands  Government  stressed  the  lack  of  definitely  declared  principles 
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governing  the  way  in  vhidi  the  great  powers  are  to  use  their  authority,  and  the 
lack  of  any  appeal  from  the  decisions  of  the  Security  Council* 

13.  The  Bolish  Govemoent  in  London  among  its  29  amendments  proposed  that  the  Council 
shall  be  obligated  to  investigate  incidents  on  the  request  of  any  member  and  carry 
out  its  own  decisions  and  the  decisions  of  the  proposed  court  of  international 
Justice* 

14*  Provision  for  revision  of  treaties  between  nations  at  least  at  ten-year  intervals  to 
assure  that  the  peace  settlements  axe  dynamic  and  not  static* 

F  E  P  C 

Senate  Hearings  on  S.  101,  the  bill  to  establi^  a  pexusanent  Shir  Shployment  Practice 
Commission,  have  been  completed  and  proponents  of  the  measure  ejq>ect  it  to  be  reported  out 
of  the  sub- committee  of  the  Committee  on  Education  and  Labor  favorably,  and  believe  that 
it  will  be  reported  favorably  by  the  whole  Committee.  Supporters  of  the  bill  esqject  it  to 
reach  the  Senate  floor  within  a  few  weeks.  During  the  hearings t  S*  469,  introduced  by 
Senator  Hobert  Taft  of  Ohio,  was  considered  but  no  one  appeared  in  favor  of  the  measure. 
Senator  Taft  may  propose  his  bill  as  a  substitute  measure,  or  amendments  may  be  offered 
on  the  floor  to  remove  the  enforcement  provisions  from  S.  101*  In  any  ceise,  there  are 
indications  that  Southern  Senators  will  conduct  a  filibuster  to  prevent  passage  of  the 
measure* 

The  companion  measure  in  the  House,  H.  B.  2222,  is  still  in  the  Buies  Comnlttee,  thou^ 
STqjporters  are  hoping  a  rule  will  be  given  early  in  April  to  bring  the  bill  to  the  House. 
Ihe  Ihtlonal  Council  for  a  Permanent  F  £  P  C  is  urging  its  constituents  to  write 
Bepresentative  Adolih  J.  Sabath,  Chalnoan  of  the  Buies  Conaittee,  asking  him  to  use  his 
influence  to  get  a  rule  at  an  early  date. 

•  IN  BRIEF 

Present  indications  are  that  there  will  be  no  hearings  on  peacetime  conscription  until 
after  the  San  Francisco  conference*  You  should  still  push  public  discussion  actively* 

The  Senate  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  made  the  nurses  draft  bill  apply  also  to  married 
women  without  dependents  under  18.  The  bill  now  goes  to  the  Senate. 

The  Ibtional  Committee  to  Abolish  the  Poll  Tax  reports  173  out  of  the  required  218  sig¬ 
natures  to  a  disdiarge  petition  sbich  would  bring  H*  B.  7  to  the  House  floor  from  the 
Buies  Committee.  The  Anti-Poll  Tax  Committee  is  asking  supportexrs  of  this  legislation, 
particularly  in  the  states  of  Colorado,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Kansas,  New  Jersey,  Massa^usetts, 
Michigan,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  New  Mexico,  Nebraska,  and  up-state  New  York  to  see  their 
Congressmen  during  the  Easter  recess.  Or  write  them  asking  them  to  sign  the  petition. 

Hearings  on  the  Missouri  Valley  Authority  Bill,  S.  555,  will  begin  before  the  Senate 
Commerce  Committee  on  April  16* 

A  three-year  extension  of  the  Beciprocal  Trade  Agreements  Program,  e^^iring  June  I2t  1945, 
is  proposed  in  H*  B.  2652  by  Bepresentative  Bobert  L.  Doug^ton  of  North  Carolina!  and 
authorises  tqp  to  50^  further  reduction  in  tariffs  in  effect  January  1,  1946.  This  would 
help  us  translate  into  action  the  promise  of  the  Atlantic  Charter  to  all  States  "of  access 
on  equal  terms  to  the  trade  and  raw  materials  of  the  world*" 


E*  Baymond  Wilson  and  Eleanor  Douglas  Doak 


